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PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE WITH WILDLIFE

The Everest Massif is a mountain range in the Himalayas which rises above 8,000 m asl., including the highest peak in the world, Mt. Everest, Mt. Lhotse, Mt. Makalu, and other surrounding peaks
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Syaksila Village is the largest village in the Barun Valley, inhabited by the Bhote community. Traditional dress of Bhote womens.
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This project, “Peaceful co-existence with wildlife,” is about minimizing
Human-wildlife conflict by developing respect for nature, wildlife,
and their habitats. Humans and wildlife have co-existed since the
prehistoric times, but the increased human population started
invading nature and harming wildness by hunting and poaching,
and reducing their habitats. However, nature has the solution to find
ways to come back and adapt to human life, sometimes harm. The
special co-management approach that Makalu-Barun National Park &
Conservation Area pioneered (a community with official management
where they come together to use evidence) is a) evolving answers
now over 30 years, b) growing teamwork in implementing those
answers, c) has halted the major destructions such as poaching and
deforestation of Arun/Barun confluence, and d) became a model for
Nepal, going across the border to China with Qomolangma park.
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Makalu Barun National Park (MBNP) was established in 1992, which
is named after the world's fifth highest Mt. Makalu and Barun Valley,
which is located in the park. It is an important area for biodiversity
in the Eastern Himalayas. The park is part of the Sacred Himalayan
Landscape and covers an area of 1,500 km? with an additional 830
km? of the buffer zone. MBNP is the only protected area in the world
with an elevation gain of more than 8,000 m, as the altitude ranges
from 435 m to 8,463 m within a distance of 40 km. The incredible
steep topography and the heavy monsoon rain from the eastern
Himalayas have made this park an astonishing diversity of wildlife,
plants and herbs.
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Shiva Dharais one of the most famous pilgrimage sites at an elevation
of 14,862 feet (4,530 m), at the base of Mt. Makalu in Upper Barun
Valley. The site lies inside the Makalu Barun National Park along the
route to Mt. Makalu Base Camp. The waterfall, which comes from
its stone roof cave, is considered the most sacred tap because Lord
Shiva used to bathe on this waterfall. In ancient religious Buddhist
books, Barun valley is known as one of the seven hidden Shangri-
la (Nghe-Beyul Khimpalung) in the Himalayas. It is believed that in
the case of a great cataclysm, life will remain only in these seven
areas of the world. It describes the Barun Valley as mystical and
spectacularly beautiful evergreen places where no one gets old.
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Biodiversity

Makalu Barun National Park is home to 3,128 species of flowering
plants, 25 species of rhododendron, 48 primroses, 47 orchids, 19
bamboos, 15 oaks, 86 fodder trees and 67 economically valuable
aromatic and medicinal plants. The protected area is habitat for a
wide diversity of faunal species, including 315 species of butterflies,
43 species of reptile and 16 species of amphibians and 78 species of
fish. Furthermore 440 species of birds and 88 species of Mammals
has been recorded in the park.
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Important Birds of Makalu
Barun National Park

Makalu Barun National Park is listed as an “Important Bird and
Biodiversity Area.” White-naped Yuhinaand Spotted Elachuraareonly
found in this MBNP. Steppe Eagle, Wood Snipe, and Eastern Imperial
Eagle are globally threatened species. Similarly, 38 bird species
are nationally threatened species in MBNP. Eastern Imperial Eagle,
Tawny Fish Owl, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Slaty-bellied Tesia, Rufous-
throated Wren Babbler, Spotted Wren Babbler, Rufous-backed Sibia,
and White-naped Yuhina are nationally Critically Endangered species
found in the park. Similarly, the national bird Himalayan Monal and
Satyr Tragopan were also recorded in the park.
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Important Mammals of
Makalu Barun National Park

Makalu Barun National Park is home to globally Threatened species
such as the Chinese Pangolin, Dhole, Red Panda, Musk Deer, Snow
Leopard, Leopard, Clouded Leopard, Mainland Serow, and Himalayan
Black Bear. Similarly, the park is home to rare mammal species
like Golden Cat, and Spotted Linsang. Furthermore, Himalayan
Tahr, Himalayan Goral, Northern Red Muntjac, Nepal Gray langur,
Assamese Macaque, Yellow-throated Marten, Red Fox, and Orange-
bellied Himalayan Squirrel are common in the park.



Temperate Mixed Forest, DhapKhola, Yeti Trail
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Importance of Barun Valley

It is the only park in the world which gain an altitude of more
than 8000 metersin adistance of 40 km north to south distance.

Biodiversity hotspot of Eastern Himalayas, and an important
area of sacred Himalayan landscape.

Barun valley is known as one of the seven hidden Shangri-la
hidden in the Himalayas.

The valley offers stunning views of the surrounding peaks,
including Mt. Makalu. It is also known for its lush forests,
crystal-clear rivers, and alpine meadows.

Makalu Barun is a habitat for rare and Threatened mammals
species from the Himalayas.

Barun Valley is an important area for preserving biodiversity,
promoting sustainable tourism, and supporting local
communities in the region.
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Human-wildlife Conflict

Human-wildlife conflict refers to the negative interactions between
human and wildlife. This can lead to damage of crops and property, as
well as human injury or death. This conflict is becoming increasingly
common as human populations continue to encroach on wild habitats
and as climate change causes changes in migration patterns and
food sources. Common causes of human-wildlife conflict include
competition for resources, destruction of habitats, and retaliatory
killing of wildlife in response to perceived threats. To address this
problem, it is important to have a comprehensive approach that
includes educating local communities, preserving wildlife habitats,
and implementing sustainable land-use practices. Additionally, non-
lethal measures may need to be employed to keep wildlife away
from human settlements. Effective management of human-wildlife
conflict is crucial for both preserving wildlife and ensuring the safety
and well-being of human populations.
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Human-wildlife Coexistence
and its benifits

Human-wildlife coexistence is the concept of humans and wild
animals living in harmony and proximity to one another. It is
becoming increasingly important due to growing human populations
and encroachments on wildlife habitats. The benefits of coexistence
include improved human safety, reduced economic costs,
increased ecotourism opportunities, and conservation promotion.
Implementing coexistence requires a multi-disciplinary approach
involving collaboration between wildlife experts, local communities,
and government agencies. This can include non-lethal methods to
deter wildlife, habitat preservation and restoration, and education
on the benefits of coexistence. By promoting coexistence, we can
conserve wildlife, maintain healthy ecosystems, and ensure a better
future for both humans and wildlife.
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Himalayan Black Bear

Among the Brown Bear, Himalayan Black Bear and Sloth Bear found
in Nepal, the Himalayan Black Bear has been recorded frequently in
Barun Area. Accidently if you encounter a bear, or during feeding,
especially when a bear is with its cubs, or during the copulation
period, it attacks humans. Accidently if you encounter a bear, be
calm, don’t run. Don't stare into its eyes and slowly get backwards.
If you saw the bear, try to avoid its passing corridors, don‘t shout,
and walk in a group in the bear habitat. As the bear attack your face,
cover it, and if possible climb a thin tree.

Himalayan Black Bear plays a important role in ecosystem by seed-
dispersal and controlling the insect populations. It is considered
to be an indicator of a healthy Himalayan ecological system. This
Threatened Himalayan Black Bear helps to increase eco-tourism in
Barun Valley.
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Leopards of Makalu Barun
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Leopard and its importance

Three species of Leopards are found in Makalu Barun National Park.
The habitat of the snow leopard is in the alpine zone, Clouded Leopard
lives in dense forest while Leopard is distributed spread everywhere.
The Snow Leopard's fur is whitish to grey with black spots on head
and neck, with larger rosettes on the back, flanks and bushy tail
while belly is whitish. The Clouded Leopard's fur is of a dark grey or
ochreous ground-color, often largely obliterated by black and dark
dusky-grey blotched pattern, while Common Leopard leopard's fur
can range from a light yellow-brown to a dark, almost black color,
and the spots, known as rosettes, are typically black with a lighter
center.

Leopards are especially active in the evening, so do not walk alone
at this time in the forest. Old or injured Leopards cannot hunt in
the jungle; instead, they will attack easy prey like children and
the elderly, so special care and supervision should be taken. If you
accidentally encounter Leopard, shout loudly, and Leopard will run
away. Don’t disturb the resting Leopard. Sometimes leopards can
enter villages due to lack of food or accidentally; a safe shed should
be made to protect domestic animals such as goats and dogs from
its attack. Take special care when grazing your pets, and keep them
in a shed or cage at night.

Snow leopards and Clouded leopards rarely attack humans. There
are economic benefits when tourists come to see these leopards,
which helps in the economy of the people. Moreover, they help to
maintain the number of their prey species like monkey, deers and
reducers the damage caused by these herbivores in our farmland.
Moreover, It makes the environment healthy by hunting the weak
animals in the forest.
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Small carnivorous species
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In Makalu Barun National Park, small carnivorous species like Leopard
Cat, Jungle Cat, Golden Cat, Yellow-throated Marten, and Siberian
Weasel have been recorded. They reduce the damage by controlling
the population of small animals such as rats, mice, squirrels, and rats
in settlements and agricultural lands. Along with that, these animals
play an essential role in disease control.

These small carnivores don’t attack humans, but sometimes they
might kill chickens or ducks, so keep these pets in the chicken coops
and clear the bushes around your surroundings to minimize the
damage from these animals.
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Herbivores species
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Herbivores

Herbivorous animals like deer, ghoral, tahr, monkey, langur, and
porcupine have been found in Barun valley. These animals play
important role in seed dispersal. In the absence of herbivorous
animals, carnivorous animals enter the human settlements and then
harm humans. Crops nearby forest areas are damaged by herbivorous
animals so proper fencing is needed to avoid the damage. Alternative
crops like ginger, turmeric, medicinal herb farming, or bee-keeping
should bedoneintheareawhichis moreimpacted by the herbivorous.
More care should be given during the harvesting period.
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Department of National Park and
Wildlife Conservation Act 1974

Any person who illegally kills or injures, sells, purchases or transfers or
obtains any wildlife trophies of any protected wildlife, shall be punished
with a fine ranging from hundred to one hundred fifty thousand rupees or an
imprisonment ranging from one year to fifteen years or both.

Any person who hunts and kills or injures protected birds shall be punished
with a fine ranging from fifteen thousand rupees to thirty thousand rupees
or face imprisonment ranging from three months to none months or both=

Any person who hunts and kills or injures wildlife inside a national park,
strict nature reserve or wildlife reserve without obtaining a license shall
be punished with a fine ranging from twenty thousand rupees and fifty
thousand rupees or face imprisonment ranging from six months to one year
or both.
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IS IUCADIAT 3131l 3TUDHT Edolel] STellavada
b.d. | 31Saloil olldA oluTell of1a AT A1 1dl fedrasn sraenn
steaiitea afte
9 Red Panda* B i 3qu s dclUool g clUool
b) Himalayan Musk Deer* eI Aol ar g clUsol dsdelUool
3 Dhole dol pHT dsdhelleo] dgdhelUsal
g Himalayan Black Bear feamet aTrq irs g Hdgerefial gsdcllool
y Leopard fergan fr, ddcolellid ddcoreliel
£ Clouded Leopard* edia fagar f, ddaorelia ddcoreliel
0 Mainland Serow AR b7 | Hdgarella azNsd bl
¢ Assamese Macaque* use diae alde] el oot Tdcoreliel
Q Himalayan Goral oivd Fbd T olfold el olfsih
90 Himalayan Tahr givd wnfas WavT dfstd v afsid
99 Spotted Linsang* forq fererat ®H AR HUDI dgbelUool
9 Northern Red Muntjac Tqat a1 = & ardl ATDHI dgareld
93 Leopard Cat* TéraTa forg ©H ATl HUDI ddeerelid
9y Red Fox <Ial R & drAl ATDI aASd HAl
94 Royle's Pika el gevaeri @ Il STedh! aznsd bl
9% Nepal Gray Langur IR dice o ®H Al HTTDI B Il A0DI
v Masked Palm Civet aMotd forefereran G| & ardl ATDHI @ ATl D!
9 Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel fesarell def dliedad SRIHATD, @ arAl sTuD! & arEl ATD!
9 Yellow-throated Marten Ao GETi) & Il STedl & arel AuDI
20 Siberian Weasel arsafearett Faarat feais ®F ATl D! @3 aTell HUDI

*protected species (wvferd stelmavew)
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